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This year (2019), as the world celebrates the 30th anniversary of the adoption of the 

Convention on the Rights of the 

Child (CRC) IIMC partners with 

UNICEF forCRC@30. The year 
also marks 70 years of UNICEF‟s 

strong presence in India and 

commitment to further child 
rights in the country. 

 

 
In 30 years, much has changed, 

especially for children – and in 

another 30 years, things will 

continue to change in 
unforeseeable ways. Global 

trends, like digital technologies, 

environmental change, mass migration and urbanization are changing childhood fast. 
Today‟s children face new threats to their rights, but also have new opportunities to 

realize their rights.  

 

The CRC@30 celebrations provide us an opportunity to integrate child rights approach 
in all our initiatives/activities to strengthen the child rights‟ agenda and accelerate the 

implementation of the Convention. This can be done through training the media, the 

civil society and other stakeholders like non-government organizations working for 
children. 

 

As a part of the UNICEF‟s 
media outreach strategy and 

focus on capacity building of 

media and influencers on child 

rights, especially TV, youth-
focused media, and academia, 

the first of the “Training of 

Trainers‟ Media and Academia 
Workshop on CRC@30” was 

held in New Delhi.  

 
Description 

The aim of the workshop was 

to apprise the media on the 

history of CRC, the gist of its 54 
articles, and instil a child rights approach in their daily reporting with special emphasis 

on the four pillars of CRC: 

 Survival Rights 
 Protection Rights 

 Development Rights 

 Participation Rights 
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More than 30 participants from all over India, consisting of journalists from print, TV, 

radio, online; academia from universities like IIMC, Jamia Millia Islamia, Maulana Azad 

National Urdu University; lawyers; and children from „Nine is Mine‟ a Children‟s 
Parliament Network in India attended the workshop. 

 

The workshop started with 
an interactive session to 

assess media‟s 

understanding of child 

rights and their sensitivity 
towards applying a child 

rights approach in their 

daily reporting. Other 
sessions focused on 

introducing CRC to the 

participants, CRC and 
media and the Dos and 

Don‟ts for media 

particularly audio-visual media, while doing stories/ features/ interviews with children.  

 
 

The day‟s learnings were applied during the groupwork session, where the participants 

were divided into three groups. Each group was given a media report to assess the 
story from a child rights perspective and how strongly (or the lack of it) the concern 

for child rights reflected in the story. 

 

 
Outcome of the workshop and way forward: 

 Participants from the media agreed to apply a child rights approach to their 

daily reporting 
 The participants agreed to take the online course (On Agora1) on CRC. A 

„Certificate of Completion‟ for the course – Child Rights and Why They Matter‟ is 

issued online after successful completion of the course 
 Participants who complete the course will receive an online certificate. 

 The trainers will then subsequently hold similar workshops in their states to 

further amplify the messages on CR, influence public opinion, disseminate 

information and enable mass mobilization on CRC. 
 The platform was 

also used to seek one-on-

one negotiations with 
media officials, such as Zee 

TV to champion Child 

Rights through their various 
programming across 

various channels and 

placing 30 youth voices 

identified by UNICEF on 
these programmes. 

 

                                       
1 https://agora.unicef.org/course/view.php?id=11073 
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Suggestions from participants 

The participants agreed that 
media largely does not apply the 

child rights approach to its daily 

reporting and most of the times 
only negative stories are picked 

up – decisions largely influenced 

by business interests and TVR 

concerns. They had some good 
suggestions to be taken up with 

stakeholders and policy makers  

to give a boost to child rights: 
 An incentivization programme like „Awards‟ should be started to encourage 

journalists to report on children‟s issues and apply a child rights approach to 

their daily reporting 
 That policy makers should be influenced to come up with a directive to media, 

particularly television, to give at least 20 minutes from the 24 hours to social 

issues, particularly the children.  

 That children should be mandatorily invited as participants to similar workshops 
to get a perspective of things from their point-of-view. 

 

NOTE:For free on line course on CRC, click-
https://agora.unicef.org/course/view.php?id=11073  
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